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About this Unit Outline 
 

This unit outline contains information you will need to find your way around the unit, 

Colossians.  It attempts to provide a structure for your learning, giving details of the 

topics, and how they will be assessed.  
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UNIT OUTLINE SEMESTER 1, 2013 

 

Important notice 
While every care has been taken to ensure accuracy in the information given below, it is 

the personal responsibility of each student to check the current Postgraduate 

Handbooks, copies of which may be found in the Library. 

It is very important that all quoted material in assignments be properly footnoted and 

acknowledged.  The attention of students is drawn to the current ACT Postgraduate 

Handbook; section headed “Academic Misconduct”.  Failure to comply with the 

standards required will involve various penalties in accordance with the seriousness of 

the failure as outlined in the ACT Handbook. 

The attention of students is also drawn to the current ACT Postgraduate Handbooks, 

section headed “Guidelines for Essays.” All essays should comply with these 

standards. 

 

 
Teaching staff  

LECTURER 

Dr Dane Ortlund 

 

Dane Ortlund is Senior Vice President at Crossway Books in Wheaton, Illinois, USA. He is a 

graduate of Covenant Theological Seminary (MDiv, ThM) and Wheaton College (BA, PhD). 

Dane is the author of five books and numerous biblical and theological articles. He is co-

editor with J. I. Packer of the study guide series Knowing the Bible, and co-editor with Miles 

Van Pelt of the forthcoming series Short Studies in Biblical Theology. Dane and his wife 

Stacey live in Wheaton with their four children.  
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Information about this unit 
 

Unit description 
 

The purpose of the unit is to explore and enjoy with students the riches of Paul’s letter to the 

Colossians, so as to deepen students’ walk with God and to strengthen their preaching and 

other ministry of the Word. 

 

The course will consist of walking through the text of Colossians verse by verse, with 

particular attention to the letter’s teaching about Christ and the Christian life, as well as 

biblical theological reflection on how Colossians fits in to the Bible as a whole.  

 

‘Paul’s letter to the Colossians has had an impact on Christian theology and practice out of 

proportion to its size.’  

  Douglas Moo, The Letters to the Colossians and to Philemon (PNTC, 2008), p. 25 

 

‘The key religious theme throughout Colossians is the centrality and supremacy of Jesus.’  

  Larry Hurtado, Lord Jesus Christ (2003), p. 505 

 

 

Learning objectives 
 

At the end of the unit, candidates should be able to: 

a. Identify the main themes of Colossians. 

b. Explain the basic structure of Colossians.  

c. Explain how Colossians fits in to the sweep of redemptive history.  

d. Articulate how the gospel of grace fuels Christian growth according to the teaching 

of Colossians, with a view to both personal discipleship and ministry to others.  

e. Explain ‘inaugurated eschatology’ and how it informs Paul’s teaching in Colossians.  

f. Be prepared to preach on Colossians (if the student is on a trajectory toward a 

ministry of the Word).  

 

Pre-requisites and co-requisites for this unit 
 

Students will have completed the Australian College of Theology’s MDiv or BTh, or an 

equivalent award (e.g. the Moore College BD or BTh).   
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How this subject is organised  
 

Students will be expected to attend all lectures, with the programme being: 

Intensive - Monday 5th - Friday 9th May, 2014 

 

Daily Program: 

Class  9am – 10.30am  

Morning Tea  10.30 – 10.45am 

Class  10.45am – 12.45pm  

Lunch  12.45 – 1.45pm 

Class  1.45pm – 3.30pm 

 

The lecturer will be available every day after class for conversation.  

 

 

Content Topics Covered: 
 

a) Close analysis of the text of Colossians—as an occasional letter, but with specific 

reference to its theology.  

b) Issues involved in the study of Colossians: Christology, the gospel, the church, 

eschatology, the false teaching Paul is combatting, and the Christian life.  

c) Approaches to preaching epistles, with specific directives toward how to preach 

an epistle and how not to. 
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Assessment 
 

 Pre-intensive: 

(1) Arising from your pre-intensive reading (see below, about 440 pages), what 

in Colossians intrigues you? What would you like to further explore? How would you 

like to grow in your knowledge of Colossians? Why? (800 words total)  

Due        5th May, 2014, 9:00 a.m.  15% 

 

 

 

PRE-INTENSIVE READING:  

The resources you will need for this course are:  

 

Beale, G. K. ‘Colossians.’ In Commentary of the New Testament Use of the Old Testament. Grand 

Rapids: Baker, 2007. [Lecturer provides electronically: 30 pp] 

 

Beale, G. K. ‘The Eschatological Conception of New Testament Theology.’ Pages 11–52 in ‘The Reader 

Must Understand: Eschatology in Bible and Theology. Edited by K. E. Brower and M. W. Elliot. 

Leicester: Apollos, 1997. [Lecturer provides electronically: 50 pp] 

 

Moo, Douglas J. The Letters to the Colossians and to Philemon, Pillar New Testament Commentary 

(Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2008). Pages 25–317 (Introduction plus commentary on Col 1–3).  [300 pp] 

 

O’Brien, Peter T. ‘Letter to the Colossians.’ Pages 147–53 in Dictionary of Paul and His Letters. Edited 

by Gerald Hawthorne et al. Leicester: InterVarsity, 1993.  [Lecturer provides: 14 pp] 

 

Ortlund, Dane C. ‘Sanctification by Justification: The Forgotten Insight of Bavinck and Berkouwer on 

Progressive Sanctification.’ Scottish Bulletin of Evangelical Theology 28 (2010): 43–61.  [Lecturer 

provides electronically: 20 pp] 

 

Thielman, Frank. ‘Colossians: Christ Preeminent in Cosmos and History.’ Chapter 16 of Theology of the 

New Testament. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2005.  [Lecturer provides electronically: 20 pp]  

 

 

*While the student is only required to provide Moo’s commentary, the lecturer encourages students 

to invest in the Carson/Beale Commentary on the New Testament Use of the Old Testament and in the 

Dictionary of Paul and His Letters, as these two reference works will prove useful over the course of 

the student’s life and ministry.  
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[Copy this page and keep a record of what you read in each of the 5 sections] 

 

Broad area  Approx. 

number of 

pages1 

No. of 

pages 

read 

Biblical text 

of Colossians 

 

Colossians (3x in English; if student has Greek, 1x in Greek) 10  

Overviews of 

Colossians 

O’Brien, ‘Letter to the Colossians’ 

Thielman, ‘Colossians: Christ Preeminent in Cosmos and 

History’ 

14 

 

20 

 

The Christian 

Life and 

Colossians 

Ortlund, ‘Sanctification by Justification’ 20  

Eschatology 

and 

Colossians 

Beale, ‘Colossians’ 

Beale, ‘Eschatological Conception of New Testament 

Theology’ 

60 

 

50 

 

Commentary 

on 

Colossians 

Moo, Letters to Colossians and Philemon 300  

TOTAL: 

 

 

POST-INTENSIVE ASSIGNMENTS: 

 

(2) Biblical Theological Essay (5,000 words, due 1st July) 

Choose one of the following topics. 

(1) How does Colossians present the church? How does this fit in to the sweep of the entire 

Bible?  

(2) Who is Jesus Christ, according to Colossians?  

(3) What is Colossians’ vision for the Christian life? How does the gospel fuel Christian living, 

according to this epistle?  

(4) Explain the place of union with Christ in Christian soteriology. What does Colossians 

contribute?  

(5) Explore inaugurated eschatology in Colossians. How does Paul’s teaching in Colossians make 

sense only in light of inaugurated eschatology?  

                                                      
1
 In some cases a column has been counted as equivalent to a page. 
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(3) Preaching/Teaching Outline (2,000 words, due 15th August) 

Take a coherent unit of 5–15 verses in Colossians. Prepare to preach or teach on this text. Identify:  

 The title of your message 

 The main point of your message 

 2–5 subpoints 

 Brief, bullet-point explanation of each point and subpoint 

 Illustrations and applications 

 For consultation in this assignment, see Bryan Chapell, Christ-Centered Preaching: Redeeming 

the Expository Sermon (Grand Rapids: Baker, 2005) 

 

This assignment will require careful exegesis of the text by the student. The lecturer does not, 

however, want to see all the work and thought behind the finished product. Your finished product 

must evidence that you have grappled deeply with the text, but without parading your work 

transparently.  

 

Your work should be particularly mindful of the gospel of grace, and how the gospel is being 

reinforced in your preaching/teaching. You should also be mindful of the entire Bible as you work, 

placing your teaching against a backdrop of redemptive history to help God’s people grasp the 

storyline of the Bible.  

 

 

In order to pass the unit, all assessment items must be completed and the total mark at least 50%. 

 

Bibliography: 
Commentaries: 

The single best commentary now available in the English language is Douglas J. Moo, The Letters to 

the Colossians and to Philemon, Pillar New Testament Commentary (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 

2008).  

 

The lecturer will provide an extensive bibliography on Colossians closer to the date of the course.  
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ACT Standards  
Grades 
Grades in assessment instruments are awarded in the following categories- 

Grade    Score  GPA 

Fail (F)    0-49%  0 

Pass (P)    50-57%  1 

Pass+(P+)   58-64%  1.5 

Credit (C)   65-74%  2 

Distinction (D)   75-84%  3 

High Distinction (HD)   85+%  4 


